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The Stewardship Network Conference

Thursday, January 23, 2025
KVEYNOTE

10:15 - 11:15 am

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Fighting Fire with Fire: Creative Solutions at the Intersection Between Work Development
and Climate Crisis Royal Ramey, The Forestry and Fire Recruitment Program

Reconnecting with and Revitalizing a
University-Owned Wetland: Celebrating
the First 50 Years, and Planning

for Next 50

Katherine Meono, Emily Schultheis, Jason Krick,
Molly Russell, Gwynne Powell, Alex Hamilton,
University of Michigan

Data Pipelines for Natural
Resource Management

Megan Schildberg,
Oakland County Parks and Recreation

Discussion: Tackling
Invasives with Tool Banks

Douglas Reith, Washtenaw County
Conservation District

Katie Gray, CAKE CISMA

Greater Lakes Promise
Carrie Jennings, Freshwater

Soybeans to Savannah Sparrows: How The
Nature Conservancy Transformed a Crop
Field into a Thriving Prairie

Pete Blank, The Nature Conservancy

Moisture Recycling:
Roots of the Sky

Scott Dierks, GEI Consultants, Inc.

1:35am -12:35 pm

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Take a Bite out of Frog-Bit with the
European Frog-Bit Collaborative’s
Digital Tools

Sam Tank, Taaja Tucker-Silva,
Great Lakes Commission

Using Long-Term Datasets: The Case of Ann
Arbor’s Natural Areas Program Community
Science Wildlife Surveys

Jana Sophia Hustedt, Megan Eakin, Troy Tofil, Michael Enda,
Ludo Behrendt, Sheila Schueller, University of Michigan

Tools for Collaborative Decisions
Sarah Clark, Institute for Conservation Leadership

Keynote Workshop

Royal Ramey, The Forestry and Fire Recruitment Program

A Lazy Restorationist's Guide to
Growing Native Plants
John Brittenham, Blue Heron Ministries

Hydrilla: Early Detection and Student Pathways Session

Response in Michigan

Do You Know What Your Neighbor Has

Been Up To? Canadian Schools and Climate

Change Initiatives
Joseph R. Zammit, School Administrator

Prairie Strips as a Tool for Sustainable
Agriculture and Soil Health
Kathryn Docherty, Western Michigan University

Natural Area Stewardship Planning:
Freeman Environmental Education
Center and Nature and Nurture Farm

Connelly, Damon, Lipari, Johnson, Ferguson, Hayes,

Steppe, Davies, Haleblian, Olmsted, University of
Michigan School for Environment and Sustainability

Winter Woodies: A Focus on the
Thirteen Conifers of Michigan
Robert Ayotte, Michigan Botanical Society
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TOGETHER FOR NATURE

Alex Florian, SWxSW Corner CISMA

Billy Keiper, Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

Developing the Western Lake Erie
Basin Advisory Group and Science

Panels: Progress and Lessons Learned
Alison Bressler, University of Michigan Water Center

Growing Community Through
Seasonal Seedy Experiences:
Seeds To Community

Jonathan Parker, Seeds to Community

Invasion of Urban Bird Baddies:
Synanthropic Songbirds in
Protected Areas

Cal Yackin, Joseph Nolle, Jodee Hunt,
Grand Valley State University

stewardshipnetwork.org/conference

Fifty Years of Endangered Species
Protection in Michigan: Motivations
and the 'Why' of Conservation

Jennifer Kleitch,
Michigan Department of Natural Resources

3:05 - 4:05 pm

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Where Have All the Birdies Gone:
A Bevy of Birds in a Bower

Cal Yackin, Joseph Nolle, Jodee Hunt,
Grand Valley State University

Setting the Straits on Fire

Joshua Cohen, Michigan Natural Features Inventory
Nicole Smith, Michigan Natural Features Inventory
Danielle Fegan, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Derek Hartline, Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa
Indians Natural Resources Department

Kurt Kipfmueller, University of Minnesota
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8:35 - 9:35 am Developing Partnerships with Indigenous Communities
: KEYN.OTE Roger LaBine, Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior David Michener, Center for Braiding Indigenous Knowledge and Science

Kathleen Smith, Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission

DAVEINGENDA

The Stewardship Network Conference

10:00 - 11:00 am

Building Relationships:
Perspectives from
Non-Tribal Stewards &
Researchers

David Michener,
University of Michigan Matthaei
Botanical Gardens & Nichols Arboretum

Wes Bickford, US Geological Survey
Jen Read,

Exploring What Remains of Northern
Michigan’s Pine Barrens
Jesse Lincoln, Michigan Natural Features Inventory

Beyond Eradication:

A Collaborative Approach to
Invasive Plant Management
Lea Sevigny, Joyful Wildcrafting

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Production and Field Trial of Mycoleptodiscus
Terrestris as Mycological Biological Control
Agent for Eurasian Watermilfoil

Mark Clymer, Les Cheneaux Watershed Council

Deer in Your Community: What Are They
Doing and How Are They Managed?

Jacqueline Courteau, NatureWrite, LLC

Graham Sustainability Institute
Selena Smith, University of Michigan

11:20 am -12:20 pm

Managing Your Resources to Maximize
Resource Management: A Practical
Approach for New Land Managers
Kegan Schildberg, Oakland County Parks & Recreation

Organizing a Rapid Response to

a New Invasive Species

Carolyn J. Miller, Michigan State University

Rachel Cuschieri-Murray, Eaton Conservation District

Dam! Let’s Discuss Beaver Ecology
and Human Interaction!

Jason Frenzel, Kate Laramie,
Huron River Watershed Council

Integrating Ecosystem

The Next Level: Mimicry and Assisted
Advanced Volunteer Stewardship Migration Through the Lens
Emily Leslie, of Restoration Agriculture
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Mark Shepard, Restoration Agriculture
Wayne Gleiber, Development & Forest Agriculture Nursery

Michigan Department of Natural Resources Volunteer

Protecting Manoomin: Integrating Conservation and Cultural Preservation
Kathleen Smith, Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission

There and Back Again: A Knotweed Story
Shikha Singh, JLW CISMA

If You Build It They Will Come:

Karner Blues and Land Management

on State Lands

Ashley Cole-Wick, Michigan Natural Features Inventory

Unveiling Nature’s Rhythms:

Susan Betz, Fresh Start Herbs

We All Live Together with
Manoomin in a Good Way

Jen Read, Vincent Salgado,
University of Michigan Water Center

The
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An Introduction to Phenology

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

To Be Rare is To Be Precious
Tyler Bassett, Michigan Natural Features Inventory

Connecting People and Nature
in Biosphere Regions

Sarah Davis, Mary Kolleth, Craig Reiley,
Sean Skinner, University of Michigan

Lessons on Building Landowner
Conservation Connections

Adena Rissman, University of Wisconsin

Olivia Kovacs, University of Wisconsin Extension

Tackling Aquatic Invasives in the
Clinton River Watershed and
Lake St. Clair

Amanda Ruffini, Six Rivers Land Conservancy

Prairie Restoration Recipe
Wayne Oliver, River Bend Gardens

3:10 - 4:16 pm

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

A Roadmap for Conservation:
Visualizing a Regional Network
of Natural Lands for Protection
Hilary Habeck Hunt,

University of Wisconsin

Mitch Lettow,

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy

stewardshipnetwork.org/conference
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